March 1, 2006

My close friend and colleague, Representa-
tive JOHN LEwIS, stands among us as a giant
of the Civil Rights Movement. During the leg-
endary march that Representative LEWIS led to
Selma, Alabama, more than 40 years ago,
countless peaceful, law-abiding Americans
were beaten and arrested. This day came to
be called “Bloody Sunday,” and it helped spur
a nation to action to fight against the evils of
discrimination and racism.

Mr. Speaker, | have had the great honor
and privilege to accompany Representative
LEWIS and other civil rights leaders to Selma
several times to commemorate the events of
that fateful day by marching across the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge. Each time, we are re-
minded of the impact that one single day can
have on the course of history, and we cele-
brate those with the courage and determina-
tion to face down the worst so that all Ameri-
cans might enjoy the freedom and equality
that this nation stands for.

These pilgrimages to Selma vividly illustrate
for us how far we have come in the quest for
civil rights for all, yet also serve as a reminder
that we must never be complacent in thinking
that the battle is won.

The plight of those who are denied civil
rights is a struggle that is far from over, and
we must remain ever mindful of those whose
rights are in danger of being denied. In the
coming year, several provisions of the Voting
Rights Act are scheduled for reauthorization. It
is our duty to ensure that the march toward
civil rights for all continues forward, rather
than stalling or going backward.

The VRA is crucial in guaranteeing that the
rights of all Americans remain protected, and,
as such, should command broad, bipartisan
support. It is a fitting tribute to Rosa Parks,
Coretta Scott King, and to all those who have
participated in the Civil Rights Movement in
ways large and small, to renew the very Act
that codified their long struggle for enfran-
chisement into law.

Our nation is deeply indebted to these men
and women of courage and integrity. Their
legacy will live on for generations.

————

TRIBUTE TO JERRY BRADLEY,
THE 2006 IVAN D. LIVI AVIATION
EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR

HON. LEONARD L. BOSWELL

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Jerry Bradley, who has been
named the Ivan D. Livi Aviation Educator of
the Year by the Aviation Technician Education
Council. The Aviation Technician Education
Council is an organization of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) founded to further
the standing of FAA approved schools. This
award recognizes outstanding achievement of
an aviation maintenance technology instructor.

As a general aviation pilot and member of
House Transportation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee’s Subcommittee on Aviation, | am
greatly impressed by the work Mr. Bradley, his
colleagues and his students perform on a daily
basis. The Aviation Technologies Program,
which Mr. Bradley chairs, provides students in
the Des Moines area with a unique opportunity
to gain valuable skills and lessons, which they
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can carry forward throughout their careers. |
commend Mr. Bradley for leading a program,
which continues to be a model of success for
schools in lowa and throughout the United
States.

Again, congratulations to Mr. Jerry Bradley
for earning the Ivan D. Livi Aviation Educator
of the Year Award. This honors his work, the
Des Moines Public Schools Aviation Tech-
nologies Program, and his students.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO BISHOP
MICHAEL LUNSFORD

HON. BARNEY FRANK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
| would like to note that Michael R. Lunsford,
a constituent of mine from Taunton, Massa-
chusetts, recently celebrated the first anniver-
sary of being elevated to the position of
Bishop within the International Fellowship of
Reformed Episcopal Churches, previously
known as the International Fellowship of Re-
formed Episcopal, Pentecostal Churches of
the Syro-Atiochan Rite.

While this marks an important milestone for
Bishop Lunsford and for the members of his
congregation, | believe it is also important for
the broader community to be aware of the
many ways in which he has contributed to im-
proving the lives of Taunton residents, and im-
proving the quality of life in the greater Taun-
ton area. Indeed, he offers an excellent exam-
ple of the way in which clerics contribute to
their communities simultaneously on two lev-
els: as spiritual leaders for the members of
their particular houses of worship or faiths, but
also as participants in important community ef-
forts to address social concerns that go be-
yond the doors of their own houses of wor-
ship. It is from that perspective that | would
like to acknowledge the valuable services
Bishop Lunsford has performed—and con-
tinues to perform—for Taunton and its envi-
rons, and also overseas (obviously, in this
case, the term “community” has a much more
expansive meaning than we sometimes give
it).

)Bishop Lunsford moved to Taunton in 1983
with his wife, when he took on the position of
pastor at the Crossroads Christian Center. He
has been active in area religious and civic af-
fairs since that time. From its inception in
1987, he has been an advisor to Barnabas
Ministries, an international missionary organi-
zation that has provided encouragement and
training to thousands of pastors in more than
27 developing countries throughout the world.
He was also the founder of two local human
service programs: Eagles Nest, an after
school program established in 1998 that fo-
cuses on tutoring, reading programs and other
youth services; and The Lord Cares Food Pro-
gram, which began in 1993 and provides nutri-
tion assistance to needy families by means of
donations and volunteer work. He was also
the founder in 2001 of Crossroads Inter-
national, a multi-racial ministry headquartered
in Taunton, with branches in New Bedford,
Massachusetts, Providence, Rhode Island and
Port Limon, Costa Rica. Crossroads Inter-
national works on promoting business devel-
opment, youth empowerment and anti-drug ini-
tiatives, among other efforts.
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Bishop Lunsford is also on the board of
Youth Challenge International, an anti-drug
abuse organization, and is a member of nu-
merous local human service and community
boards, including Taunton Cares, Pro Home,
Taunton Emergency Task Force, Community
Counseling, Greater Taunton Clergy, and the
Department of Mental Health.

Because his work is very much in the Amer-
ican tradition of combining spiritual and com-
munity leadership, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Michael R. Lunsford on
his many contributions to Taunton, his ele-
vation to the position of Bishop and his ongo-
ing commitment to helping less fortunate peo-
ple around the world.

TRIBUTE TO STEVE GILMORE

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to share with you my pride in Steve Gil-
more, a member of my staff who is leaving our
service to assume new responsibilities as the
Vice President of Governmental Affairs for the
Chamber of Medford/Jackson County.

A little over 7 years ago, | had the good for-
tune to invite Steve Gilmore to join my staff in
my district office in Medford, OR. When Steve
became a member of our team, he was a re-
cent college graduate with incredible enthu-
siasm, a passion for the operations of govern-
ment, and an intense interest in the history of
our great Nation. He was highly motivated with
a deep and unselfish desire to help others.
Those are among the many qualities that have
enabled Steve to serve the constituents of the
Second Congressional District with such effec-
tiveness.

Steve, a former student body president at
Eastern Oregon University, brought significant
leadership skills to his duties throughout his 7
year career with the U.S. House of Represent-
atives. His fellow workers and my constituents
sought his counsel because he had the ability
to weigh large quantities of diverse information
and arrive at commonsense solutions to com-
plex problems.

Steve has approached any and all tasks
presented to him with enthusiasm, good
cheer, and a quiet determination to get posi-
tive results. He leaves with a file overflowing
with notes and cards of sincere appreciation
from Oregonians he assisted. As all of my col-
leagues know, people seeking our assistance
are often frustrated, distraught, and discour-
aged. Steve has been particularly good at
helping those people to have confidence that
we can work through their difficulties to make
the system more responsive to their needs.

Always a gentleman, Steve’s innate kind-
ness has always been reflected in his inter-
actions with his fellow staff members and
those | represent. Steve has taken very seri-
ously our commitment to be compassionate
and responsive in fulfilling our mission to as-
sist our constituents through difficulties they
confront with our government.

| appointed Steve as my special projects co-
ordinator and my director of constituent serv-
ices because | knew | could count on him to
wholeheartedly tackle special issues and
cases that arise in a vast territory like Or-
egon’s Second Congressional District. I'm con-
fident that Steve will do an outstanding job of
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productively growing the involvement the
Chamber of Medford/Jackson County in the
political process.

| am sorry to see Steve leave, but am
pleased that he has been offered this great
new opportunity. | thank him deeply for his ex-
emplary service. Mr. Speaker, | know that you
and my colleagues join me in wishing Steve
and his lovely wife, Mindy, the best of success
in this new avenue of service.

———

FREMONT EDUCATION FOUNDA-
TION HONORS CHERYL COOK-
KALLIO AND SANDI PANTAGES
FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to two extraordinary women who were
honored by the Fremont Education Foundation
in Fremont, California on February 24, 2006 at
the Foundation’s Annual Excellence in Edu-
cation Gala. The 2006 honorees, Cheryl Cook-
Kallio and Sandi Pantages have provided ex-
emplary contributions to the Fremont Unified
School District. Ms. Cook-Kallio is the Excel-
lence in Education Fremont Unified School
District (FUSD) Honoree. Ms. Pantages is the
Excellence in Education Community Honoree.

Ms. Cook-Kallio is an instructor at Irvington
High School in Fremont, California and has
been an educator with FUSD since 1979. She
has coached and led her “We the People”
team of students to win the California State
“We The People” Competition. Her students
placed fourth in the National “We The People”
Competition in 2005. She is popular with her
students and has received numerous profes-
sional honors, grants and fellowships for her
teaching, mentorship, and excellence in the
areas of Social Studies, United States History
and Government. She is an exemplary men-
tor, motivator and respected educator.

Ms. Pantages has served as a member of
the Fremont Education Foundation Board of
Directors since 1992. She has provided im-
measurable support to Fremont’s students and
has contributed greatly to the Fremont com-
munity through her 32-year association and
employment with Alameda County Library.
She developed the Alameda County Library
Foundation and served as Manager of the
Fremont Main Library and Fremont Libraries
prior to her retirement in 2001. She has re-
ceived numerous awards and recognition from
the city of Fremont, Alameda County Library
Foundation and was named Alameda County’s
Outstanding Manager of the Year-General
Government in 1999.

Both Cheryl Cook-Kallio and Sandi
Pantages have distinguished themselves in
their careers and contributions to their commu-
nity. | congratulate them for the well deserved
honor they received from the Fremont Edu-
cation Foundation.
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COMMEMORATING THE 18TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE NAGORNO
KARABAKH FREEDOM MOVE-
MENT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, as a proud
member of the Congressional Caucus on Ar-
menian Issues, and the representative of a
large and vibrant community of Armenian
Americans, | rise today to commemorate the
18th anniversary of the Nagorno Karabakh
Freedom Movement. On February 20, 1988,
the people of Nagorno Karabakh officially peti-
tioned the Soviet government to correct the
historical injustices of Soviet dictator Joseph
Stalin by reuniting the area with Armenia. Six
days later, one million people demonstrated in
Yerevan’s Opera Square. Unfortunately, the
central Soviet and Azerbaijani leadership vio-
lently reacted to this peaceful and legal re-
quest by engaging in full military aggression
against Nagorno Karabakh.

In 1991, the people of Nagorno Karabakh
voted overwhelmingly to establish an inde-
pendent republic. However, Azerbaijan contin-
ued to perpetrate horrific crimes against
Nagorno Karabakh including indiscriminate
bombing and artillery attacks. Since 1994, a
cease-fire, which has held through today, was
reached with help from Russian and European
mediators.

Today, Nagorno Karabakh continues to
strengthen its statehood with a democratically
elected government, a court system, an inde-
pendent foreign policy, and a commitment to
educating its citizens. Just last year, Nagorno
Karabakh held its fourth parliamentary elec-
tions which were declared to be free and
transparent by election observers. | will con-
tinue to join with my colleagues in supporting
assistance to Nagorno Karabakh, which has a
vital role in achieving a peaceful and stable
South Caucasus region. | commend the peo-
ple of Nagorno Karabakh for courageously de-
fending their right to live freely on their ances-
tral land. On this anniversary, | reiterate my
unwavering support to Nagorno Karabakh’s
freedom, democracy, and economic develop-
ment.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, due to other
business, | missed three votes on February
28, 2006. | ask that the RECORD reflect that
had | been able to, | would have voted “aye”
on rollcall vote No. 14, commemorating the
lifetime innovations of Thomas Edison; “aye”
on rolicall vote No. 15, celebrating the 40th
anniversary of Texas Western’s 1966 NCAA
basketball championship; and “aye” on rollcall
vote No. 16, to authorize the President to
award a gold medal, on behalf of Congress,
collectively, to the Tuskegee Airmen.

March 1, 2006

45TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PEACE CORPS

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the United States
Peace Corps and its more than 7,800 volun-
teers serving abroad as they celebrate the
45th anniversary of this respected organiza-
tion. In 1961, President John F. Kennedy es-
tablished the Peace Corps, impressing upon
thousands of young people the need for public
service and urging them to become not simply
citizens of the U.S., but to become global citi-
zens in pursuit of peace and friendship.

The Peace Corps has carried on that mis-
sion. By serving two years overseas, volun-
teers work cooperatively with local commu-
nities, providing expertise and assistance, and
empowering people in developing countries.
Their service continues President Kennedy’s
hopes for the Peace Corps to change the lives
of countless individuals, families, and commu-
nities worldwide.

Today, | would also like to share the story
of a volunteer from my district—a young
woman from Santa Fe, New Mexico who was
committed to the mission of the Peace Corps.

Tessa Marie Horan graduated from the Col-
lege of Santa Fe in December 2003 and
began a career focused on educating children.
She was accepted to the Peace Corps in No-
vember 2005, and after nine weeks of training,
was dispatched to work in Tonga to teach in
the Community Education project. The edu-
cation project is focused on building life skills
for Tongan students, and Tessa, who was
looking forward to getting to work, had already
established a connection with the village
youth.

Unfortunately, Tessa’s life was cut tragically
short this January when she was attacked by
a shark in the waters off Tu’anuku. In what
had become an afternoon ritual, she was play-
ing outdoors with the village children when
they decided to take a swim to cool off.

In the days before her death, Tessa’s
friends and family recall her saying that she
was thoroughly enjoying her experience in
Tonga and looking forward to the official start
of the teaching program. Tessa was just 24-
years old and often quoted Ghandi: “Be the
change you wish to see in the world.” Those
words are very fitting to describe the character
of Tessa and the thousands of other Peace
Corps volunteers.

Mr. Speaker, congratulations again to the
Peace Corps on its 45th anniversary, and a
personal, thank you to all former and current
Peace Corps volunteers from New Mexico.
Your selfless dedication and service serves as
an example of the American spirit.

IN MEMORY OF NORMAN MIRANDA
HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, on February 25, 2006, the citizens of East
Providence and the state of Rhode Island lost
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